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knowledge of human nature. But I know that I had no difficulty
in controlling even the Indian Mavalis in South Africa. I was able
because I had succeeded in approaching them through co-workers
where I had no personal contact with them. In your case I see
now that we have failed to reach you. I do not believe you to
be incapable of responding to the noble call of religion and country.
See what you have done! The Hindu and Mussulman Mavalis
have violated the sanctity of Parsi temples, and they have
exposed their own to similar risk from the wrath of Parsi Mavalis.
Because some Parsis have chosen to partake in the welcome to the
Prince, the Hindu and Mussulman Mavalis have roughly handled
every Parsi they have met. The result has been, that the Parsi
Mavalis have now turned their attention to Hindus and Mussul-
mans. Certainly the Parsi Mavalis are less to blame. Hindu and
Mussulman Mavalis have rudely, roughly and insolently removed
the foreign cloth worn by some Parsis and Christians, forgetting
that not all Hindus and all Mussulmans, nor by any means
even a majority of them, have religiously discarded the use of foreign
cloth. The Parsi and the Christian Mavalis are therefore interfering
with the Hindu and Mussulman wearers of khadL Thus we are all
moving in a vicious circle and the country suffers.
I write this not to blame but to warn you and to confess that
we have grievously neglected you. I am doing the penance in one
way. The other workers are doing it in another way. Messrs
Azad Sobhani, Jayakar1, Jamnadas Mehta, Sathe, Mozam Ali and
many others have been risking their lives in bringing under control
this unfortunate ebullition. Shrimati Sarojini Naidu has fearlessly
gone in your midst to reason with you and appeal to you. Our
work in your midst has only just begun. Will you not give us a
chance by stopping the mad process of retaliation ? The Hindus
and the Mussulmans should be ashamed to take reprisals against
the Parsis or the Christians. The latter must know it to be suicidal
to battle against Hindu and Mussulman ferocity by brute strength.
The result is they must seek the assistance of an alien Government,
i.e., sell their freedom. Surely the best course for them is to realize
their nationality and believe that the reasoning Hindus and Mussul-
mans must and will protect the interests of minorities before their
own. Any way the problem before Bombay is to ensure the
absolute protection of the minorities and the acquisition of control
over the rowdy element. And I shall trust that you, the Mavalis
1 M. R. Jayakar (1873-1959); lawyer and Liberal leader; Judge, Federal
Court of India, 1937